
AP English Language and Composition

Course Description

Advanced Placement Language and Composition is a full-year course of studies in literature and 
writing which prepares students in their junior year of high school to sit for the Advanced 
Placement examination in May.  Through the course’s accelerated readings and writings, 
students will learn how to read closely and to analyze critically.  The course involves an 
interdisciplinary study of literature, and students will connect readings and writings to history, 
art, music, and other disciplines in order to more completely understand the literature of the 
course.  Because of its rigor, the course should be considered writing and reading intensive with 
a substantial and demanding workload.  In order to be successful in the course, students must be 
organized and disciplined in their studies.  Students will be expected to manage in-class 
activities, outside readings, and long-term assignments simultaneously.   

The course provides students with the skills and strategies in reading and composition to prepare 
them for the rigor of academia.  By the end of the year, students should be able to analyze and 
synthesize information from primary and secondary sources, as well as to write in lean, tight, and 
fluid prose.  In order to accomplish this goal, students will annotate works in order to develop 
close reading skills.  As part of this reading process, students will study various modes of 
writing, such as expository, narrative, persuasive, and technical.  Students will study these texts 
for the author’s use of style through syntax, diction, tone, mood, character, structure, perspective, 
imagery, figurative language, and theme.  In addition to these tools of prose, students also will 
study the tools of rhetoric, especially in the context argumentation and persuasion, including the 
study of logical fallacies, propaganda, organizational patterns, and rhetorical devices.  During the 
discussion of rhetoric, the course will include art, cartoons, photography, film, and 
advertisements so that students can understand the ways in which rhetoric can be used in other 
media.  Students will implement these tools and strategies into their own creative, analytical, 
and persuasive works.  When students write, they will participate in a complete writing process, 
including first drafts, peer editing, rewriting, teacher commentary/conferencing, and final 
composition.  

The content of the course corresponds with district curriculum, state standards, and Advanced 
Placement objectives.  But beyond the training of future professionals and academics, the course 
also challenges students to push themselves personally by examining their own lives critically 
through the study of classic and contemporary American literature so that students can develop 
of a clearer, fuller vision for themselves.

Course Goals

The student will
 demonstrate knowledge of literature from a variety of genres, cultures, and historical 

periods
 appraise universal themes, philosophies, and literary movements through the study of 

major American writers and contemporary world literature (note: senior English courses
in the school district study British Literature)

 develop an understanding of literary terminology and apply appropriate terminology in 
analyzing and interpreting literature 



 evaluate works of literature from a variety of critical perspectives such as formalism, 
historicism, and structuralism 

 engage in writing and rewriting through at least twenty writing experiences, including a
personal essay; literary analyses of theme, mood, tone, style, or imagery using limited 
secondary sources; documented papers or research projects; poems, short stories, or 
plays; and timed in-class essays

 recognize the characteristics of style and refine personal style
 apply the six trait rubric (ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence structure, 

conventions) in producing and reflecting on writing
 understand and apply the nine-point AP essay rubric
 understand and use the conventions of standard written English
 use a variety of types of sentence patterns
 engage in oral language activities which include the use of multimedia elements 
 refine information-gathering and researching skills with an emphasis on MLA 

documentation (parenthetical references/works cited page), and develop the fluidity and 
accuracy of incorporating source material

 use current technology to enhance reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing
skills

 experience literature by responding subjectively and persuasively in discussions and 
compositions

 experience literature by creating original works in the various styles and genres which 
comprise the course of study

 work with vocabulary in the context of literature, in the study of literary terms, or in 
connection with the course’s vocabulary program (Vocabulary Workshop, Level G, 
Sadlier-Oxford)

Course Structure 

Unit: Journey and Heritage: Developing a Social and Self Concept
Texts: John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath; Michael Dorris, A Yellow Raft in Blue Water; Scott 

Russell Sanders, “The Inheritance of Tools;” Zora Neale Hurston, “How it Feels to be 
Colored Me;” The Norton Reader, Simon and Schuster’s Handbook for Writers

Content/Skills: Analysis of style, structure (chronological, reverse chronological, memoir, 
stream-of-consciousness), theme, perspective (first, third limited, third omniscient), 
diction, syntax (periodic, loose), figurative language (allusion, metaphor, simile, 
synesthesia), motif (journey), character (round, flat, dynamic, static), and conflict (person 
v. self, other, society); Introduction to types of criticism (formalism, structuralism, 
historicism)

Assignments/Assessments: Journals, Vocabulary, Personal reflective essay, Socratic seminar,
Research paper, AP in-class essay on prose passage related to coming of age, Formal 
assessment 

Sample Assignment Design:  Students will write about one event which has shaped their life 
for the better or worse.  Students should portray the event with figurative language and 
sensory details.  Students should be introspective and draw conclusions from the situation 
in order to develop statements of philosophy.

Unit: The Origins of Reform: Examining the English Renaissance 
Texts: Shakespeare, Macbeth; Sonnets of Renaissance poets and contemporary poets
Content/Skills: Analysis of style (drama, soliloquy, aside) structure (tragedy, hamartia, 



catharsis), theme, conflict, character, diction, syntax (inversion), figurative language 
(kenning, metaphor, simile, pun, apostrophe), rhetoric (stichomythia, anaphora); Analysis 
of sonnets (Shakespearean, Petrarchan, quatrain, couplet, octave, sestet, turn, iambic 
pentameter, stanza, end stop, enjambment, alliteration, assonance)  

Assignments/Assessments: Journals, Vocabulary, In-class reading, Creative writing in which 
students transform a page of drama into a page of prose, Creative writing in which 
students write a sonnet, Annotation of works, AP multiple choice practice in which
students develop close reading of a pre-1900 passage, Formal assessment

Sample Assignment Design:  Students need to take a page from Macbeth and build a prose 
passage around the dialogue.  Students need to choreograph the scene with characters, 
settings, and actions.  What will the characters wear?  How will they look physically?  
How will they act and interact?  How can the setting be used to reinforce mood to 
provide a backdrop to the action?    

Unit: Colonial Literature:  Voices of the New World (Part I—Snapshots of Experience) 
Texts: Elements of Literature excerpts from William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation; Mary 

Rowlandson, A Narrative of Captivity; William Byrd, The History of the Dividing Line; 
Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano; Ben 
Franklin, The Autobiography

Content/Skills: Study of colonial history (Puritanism, Rationalism, Deism); Analysis of style 
(plain style, captivity narrative, satire, autobiography, persuasion)

Assignments/Assessments: Journals, Vocabulary, Socratic seminar, AP multiple choice exercises
in pre-1900 literature for close reading, Student presentations in which students teach a 
lesson on a text, Annotation of works, Formal assessment 

Sample Assignment Design:  Students will be assigned to a group.  Each group will create a 
lesson plan for one of the assigned readings.  Each group will run the class for the day by 
creating an introductory activity, a presentation of the material with multimedia elements, 
a summary activity to review the material, and an assessment to test the other students on 
the material.  Students will be evaluated by the content and delivery of the presentation.    

Unit: Colonial Literature: Voices of the New World (Part II—Rhetoric of Change)  
Texts: Elements of Literature excerpts from Patrick Henry, “Speech to the Virginia Convention;” 

Thomas Paine, “The Crisis, No. 1;” Jonathan Edwards, “Sinners in the Hands of an 
Angry God;” Selections of persuasive writing from The Norton Reader 

Content/Skills: Analysis of rhetoric (logos, pathos, ethos, imagery, parallelism, repetition, 
anecdotes); Analysis of propaganda (bandwagon, plain folk testimonial, glittering 
generalities); Analysis of logical fallacies (ad hominem, either/or, red herring, slippery 
slope, appeal to authority); Introduction to classic model of persuasive writing

Assignments/Assessments: Journals, Socratic seminars, Vocabulary, AP exercises in analyzing 
persuasive passages, Persuasive essay using primary and secondary sources, Annotation 
of works 

Sample Assignment Design:  Students will write a persuasive essay on a topic relevant to the 
adolescent community, such as the driving age, after school jobs, or mandatory 
community service.  Students will develop a thesis and argue their perspective using 
logical supports and emotional pleas.  Students will use secondary sources for their 
supporting information.  Students will work on developing a clear thesis, offering 
solutions to the problem, addressing counter points of view, and making a final call to 
action.  



Unit: Literature of the 1800s: The Forging of an American Identity (Part I—Dark 
Romantics)

Texts: Elements of Literature selections including Edgar Allan Poe, “The Fall of the House of 
Usher;” Edgar Allan Poe, “The Raven,” Nathaniel Hawthorne, “The Minister’s Black 
Veil;” Nathaniel Hawthorne, “The Birthmark;” Nathaniel Hawthorne, Scarlet Letter;
Horacio Quiroga, “The Feather Pillow”

Content/Skills: Study of 1800s history (lyceum, utopianism, Civil War); Study of elements of 
Dark Romantics; Study of symbol, theme, character (motivation); Study of literary 
criticism (formalism, structuralism, historicism); Close reading for diction, syntax, tone, 
mood

Assignments/Assessments: Journals, Socratic seminars, Vocabulary, AP practice exercises in 
analyzing prose and persuasive passages, Essay which requires students to read an 
additional work from one of studied authors and compare the textual and thematic 
features of the two texts, Formal assessment     

Sample Assignment Design: Students will study a second work (short story or poem) from one 
of the assigned authors.  Students will write a comparative essay which examines 
similarities and differences between the two works, as well as connects theme, style, and 
author biography to the Dark Romantic movement.

Unit: Literature of the 1800s: The Forging of an American Identity (Part II—
Transcendentalism)
Texts: Elements of Literature excerpts from Ralph Waldo Emerson, Nature; Ralph Waldo 

Emerson, Self-Reliance; Henry David Thoreau, Walden; Henry David Thoreau, 
Resistance to Civil Government; Martin Luther King Jr., “Letter from Birmingham City 
Jail;” Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee, The Night Thoreau Spent in Jail; Jon 
Krakauer, Into the Wild; Ron Fricke and Mark Magidson, Baraka

Content/Skills: Study of elements of Transcendentalism; Analysis of rhetoric (logos, pathos, 
ethos, imagery, parallelism, repetition, anecdotes); Analysis of propaganda (bandwagon, 
plain folk testimonial, glittering generalities); Analysis of logical fallacies (ad hominem, 
either/or, red herring, slippery slope, appeal to authority); Analysis of imagery, study of 
argument construction; Comparison between historical works and contemporary issues  

Assignments/Assessments: Journals, Socratic seminars, Vocabulary, AP exercises in analyzing 
prose and persuasive passages, Essay connecting transcendental philosophy to current 
environmental, technological, social, or personal issues, AP in-class persuasive essay on 
topic related to transcendental thought, Formal assessment   

Sample Assignment Design:  Students will write an expository essay which connects a theme of 
transcendentalism to a contemporary issue using two sources of information, such as
newspapers, websites, journals, or magazines, to support their connection.  Students can 
connect the themes of transcendentalism to environmental, technological, personal, or 
cultural issues.  

Unit: Literature of the 1800s: The Forging of an American Identity (Part III—Realism/ 
Naturalism)

Texts: Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn; Kate Chopin, The Awakening; 
Elements of Literature selections including Kate Chopin, “A Pair of Silk Stockings;” 
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper;” Ambrose Bierce, “An Occurrence at 
Owl Creek Bridge;” Jack London, “To Build a Fire” 

Content/Skills: Study of elements of Realism and Naturalism; Study of Darwinism and Suffrage 
Movement; Analysis of style, structure (chronological, reverse chronological, flashback, 
foreshadowing, frame story, stream-of-consciousness), theme, perspective (first, third 



limited, third omniscient, unreliable narrator), diction, syntax, figurative language 
(allusion, metaphor, simile), motif (coming of age, journey), character (round, flat, 
dynamic, static), and conflict (person v. self, other, society); Introduction to types of 
criticism (formalism, structuralism, historicism)

Assignments/Assessments:  Journals, Socratic seminars, Vocabulary, AP exercises in analyzing 
prose and persuasive passages, Technical writing in which students write a set of
directions for a process, College research project, Annotation of works, Formal 
Assessment 

Sample Assignment Design:  Students will research three colleges in which they are interested in 
attending.  They will present their findings in an expository writing, which includes 
research on topics such as prerequisites, demographics, housing, and majors/courses.  
Students also will write a functional essay and a block style business letter as part of the 
project.  

Unit: Literature of the 1800s: The Forging of an American Identity (Part IV—Poetry)
Texts: Elements of Literature selections from Walt Whitman and Emily Dickinson, Various 

Haiku poets
Content/Skills: Study of elements of poetry (haiku, lyrical, free verse, end stop, enjambment, 

stanza, slant rhyme, prosody, alliteration, assonance)  
Assignments/Assessments: Journals, Socratic seminar, Vocabulary, Creative writing in which 

students compose a free verse poem and a haiku poem, Formal assessment 
Sample Assignment Design:  Students will write one haiku poem and one free verse poem on 

subjects of their choice.  Students will use imagery and structures appropriate to the 
poetic forms.  The poems will be read aloud and posted on the walls around the room.

Unit: Modernism and Existentialism: Examining the American Dream 
Texts: F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby; Orson Welles, Citizen Kane; Arthur Miller, Death 

of a Salesman; Ken Kesey, One Flew Over the Cuckoos Nest; Elements of Literature
poetry selections of Harlem Renaissance from Langston Hughes and Claude McKay, 
Elements of Literature poetry selections of Modernists from T.S. Elliot, William Carlos 
Williams, Wallace Stevens, Carl Sandburg, E.E. Cummings

Content/Skills: Study of elements of Modernism and Existentialism; History of 1920s through 
the 1950s (World War I and II, Roaring 20s, Great Depression, Golden Age of Film, 
Counter Culture), Analysis of film (film noir, auteur, close up shot, medium shot, long 
shot, deep focus, low angle, high angle, chiaroscuro lighting); Discussion of hero and 
antihero; Analysis of poetry (stanza, sonnet, free verse, imagery, dialect, end stop, 
enjambment, alliteration, assonance); Analysis of style, structure (chronological, reverse 
chronological, flashback, foreshadowing, frame story, stream-of-consciousness), theme, 
perspective (first, third limited, third omniscient, unreliable narrator), diction, syntax,
figurative language (allusion, metaphor, simile, personficiation), motif, character (round, 
flat, dynamic, static), and conflict (person v. self, other, society); Introduction to types of 
criticism (formalism, structuralism, historicism)

Assignments/Assessments:  Journals, Socratic seminar, Vocabulary, Student presentation on 
poems in which students annotate and teach a poem, Annotation of works, Essay on
themes of modernism across three works, Formal assessment

Sample Assessment Design: Students will write an analytical paper which examines how 
modernist themes are treated in three works—a poem, a novel, and a film.  Students will 
focus on how writers in different media explore similar themes.  The essays will discuss 
tools and techniques of the writers in order to develop the themes in each work.



Unit: The Voices of War 
Texts: Joseph Heller, Catch-22, Elements of Literature poetry selections from Thomas Hardy, 

Wilfred Owen, Henry Reed, Yusef Komunyakaa; Alain Resnais, Night and Fog, Various 
articles, pictures, and video on current war

Content/Skills: Analysis of poetry (stanza, sonnet, free verse, imagery, dialect, end stop, 
enjambment, alliteration, assonance, figurative language), Skills of film (shot, angle, 
sequence)

Assignments/Assessments: Journals, Socratic seminar, Vocabulary, Student presentations, AP in-
class essay analysis of poem related to war, Film project in which students make a short 
film shot in-camera using a poem as a script for the film, Formal assessment

Sample Assignment Design: Students will be assigned to a group, and each group will use a 
poem as the script for a film which the group will shoot in-sequence without editing.  
Students must interpret a poem and then create a film which demonstrates the theme, 
purpose, and mood of the poem.  Students will be allowed to use costumes and props for 
the activity, as well as to use various locations within the school to shoot the film.

Unit: The Elements of Satire:  The Power of Humor to Effect Change  
Texts: James Thurber, “Secret Life of Walter Mitty;” Dave Barry articles, The Onion articles, 

Roz Chast cartoons, Saturday Night Live commercials 
Content/Skills: Elements of satire and parody (verbal irony, situational irony, exaggeration, 

understatement, juxtaposition)
Assignments/Assessments: Journals, Socratic seminar, Vocabulary, Analysis of AP satire 

passage, Creative writing in which students write a satirical news story, Formal 
assessment 

Sample Assignment Design: Students will write a satirical newspaper story in the style of The 
Onion.  Students will be evaluated on how well they use the elements of satire in the 
piece.  Students will be required to create a mock newspaper layout with features like a 
headline, byline, photo with captions, and soundbites.  

Unit: Rhetoric and Style: How to Influence Others
Texts:  Non-fiction book of student choice; Various essays and editorials from The Prentice Hall 

Reader 
Content/Skills: Analysis of rhetoric (logos, pathos, ethos, imagery, parallelism, repetition, 

anecdotes); Analysis of propaganda (bandwagon, plain folk testimonial, glittering 
generalities); Analysis of logical fallacies (ad hominem, either/or, red herring, slippery 
slope, appeal to authority); Analysis of imagery, study of argument construction;
Introduction of more technical rhetorical tools and structures (asyndeton, polysyndeton,
antistrophe, chiasmus, anaphora, antithesis, syllogism)

Assignments/Assessments: Journals, Socratic seminars, Vocabulary, Critical review of non-
fiction book, AP in-class persuasive essay using secondary sources to support thesis

Sample Assessment Design: Students will write a critical review of a non-fiction book.  The 
review will include a discussion of author background, a discussion of theme and 
structure, an examination of claims and supports, and an evaluation of style.  Students 
will document the review with parenthetical references and works cited page.    

Unit: The Contemporaries: The Diversity of Storytelling
Texts: Isabel Allende, The House of the Spirits; Cormac McCarthy, All the Pretty Horses,

Gabriel Garcia Marquez, “The Handsomest Drowned Man in the World;” Tim O’Brien, 
“Speaking of Courage;” Alice Walker, “Everyday Use;” John Updike, A and P; Bernard 
Malamud, The Magic Barrel



Content/Skills: Analysis of style (magical realism, romance, western), structure (chronological, 
reverse chronological, flashback, foreshadowing, frame story, stream-of-consciousness), 
theme, perspective (first, third limited, third omniscient), character, diction, syntax,
figurative language (allusion, metaphor, simile, personification), motif, character (round, 
flat, dynamic, static), and conflict (person v. self, other, society); Introduction to types of 
criticism (formalism, structuralism, historicism)

Assignments/Assessments: Journals, Socratic seminars, Vocabulary, AP multiple choice and 
essay practice, Original short story

Sample Assignment Design: Students will compose an original short story in which they develop 
plot, characters, setting, action, and dialogue in a genre of their choice.  Students 
primarily will work on their use of diction, syntax, imagery, symbolism, and figurative 
language, as well as their development of character through looks, dress, actions, words, 
thoughts, feelings, and reactions.  

Unit: The Last Laugh: The Conventions of Comedy   
Texts: William Shakespeare, Taming of the Shrew
Content/Skills: Study of style (drama, soliloquy, aside) structure (comedy), theme, conflict, 

character, diction, syntax (inversion), figurative language (kenning, apostrophe, 
metaphor, simile, pun), parody (verbal irony, juxtaposition, dramatic irony, situational
irony, exaggeration, understatement)

Assignments/Assessments: Journals, Socratic seminars, In-class reading, Formal assessment, 
Speech in which students speak to prompt, “This I Believe”

Sample Assignment Design: Students write and deliver a speech using the prompt, “This I 
Believe…”  Students must use all of their tools in rhetoric and persuasion to speak to 
something in which they believe.  Students will present their speeches to the class.  In 
addition, students must choose a work of art to accompany their presentations.  The art 
will be displayed on a projector as the students deliver their speeches.  The art should 
connect in theme or tone with the subject of the speech.

  
Vocabulary

Texts:  Vocabulary Workshop, Level H, Sadlier-Oxford; Words from course literature
Content/Skills:  Learn and apply vocabulary in speaking and writing 
Assignments/Assessments:  Objective tests, Workbook exercises, Study of unfamiliar words 

from literature selections, Define in context of AP multiple choice exams 

Writing Assignments

Writing assignments will be focused on the literature of the course.  Students will write journals, 
critical analyses (many will be structured as in-class essays), research papers with Modern 
Language Association (MLA) documentation, literary reaction papers, and persuasive essays.  
Students should expect formal writing assignments about every two weeks, or about four 
writings per quarter.  Creative writing assignments will involve poetry, drama, and short stories 
which follow the forms and traditions of the literature of the course.  With each writing 
assignment, students will engage in a complete writing process, including drafting, peer editing, 
revision, teaching commentary/conferencing, and final drafting.  



Formal Assessments

In addition to various essays, research projects, and classroom presentations, students will take 
objective tests modeled on the multiple choice portion of the AP exam.  These exams will be 
administered at the end of a novel or unit.  The Word Masters Challenge, a supplementary 
activity of the course, also offers students practice in the close reading of literary works in 
preparation for the taking of the Advanced Placement multiple choice exams.  

Daily Activities

Daily classroom activities will include but will not be limited to the review of grammar and 
mechanics, the analysis of figurative and rhetorical language, and the study of vocabulary.

Grading

Student grades will be based on a percentage of total points possible, with greater weight of 
points assigned to exams and writings.  Each quarter is weighted 40% with the final exam 
weighted 20% for the overall semester grade.  The course will use a conventional grading scale
for each quarter and overall semester grade: 

90-100 percent = A
80-89   percent = B
70-79   percent = C
60-69   percent = D
60-0     percent = F

Texts

Axelrod, Rise B., and Charles R. Cooper.  The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing.  6th ed. Boston: 

Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2001.

Lague, Ian.  The Elements of Literature: Fifth Course.  Austin: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 

2000.

Miller, George.  The Prentice Hall Reader.  6th Ed.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2001.

Peterson, Linda H., John C. Brereton, and Joan E. Hartman.  The Norton Reader.  10th Ed.  New 

York:  W.W. Norton and Company, 2000.

Troyka, Lynn Quitman, and Douglas Hesse Simon and Schuster Handbook for Writers.  7th ed.  

Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2005.

Vocabulary Workshop: Level H.  New York:  Sadlier-Oxford, 2002.

Waddell, Marie L., Robert M. Esch, and Roberta R. Walker.  The Art of Styling Sentences: 20 
Patterns for Success.  Hauppauge, NY: Barron’s, 1993.



Literature 

Yellow Raft in Blue Water
The Grapes of Wrath
Macbeth
Scarlet Letter 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
The Awakening
The Night Thoreau Spent in Jail
Into the Wild
The Great Gatsby
Catch-22
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
Death of a Salesman
All The Pretty Horses 
The House of the Spirits 
Taming of the Shrew 

Note:  The school district’s freshmen and sophomore English courses offer a general survey of 
literature, the junior English course emphasizes American literature, and the senior English 
course emphasizes British literature.  

  


