
Gatewood’s Classroom 

Summer Reading Activities Revision 

 

Fix One Character 

Things You Need to Do— 

 Round/Flat because…(Use supporting examples/actions/scenes/quotes) 

 Dynamic/Static because…(Use supporting examples/actions/scenes/quotes) 

Balance elements of characterization (looks/dress/words/actions/thoughts/feelings/  

reactions/interactions/settings)—What do these things reveal about character? 

 Use text/quotes—Embed quotes within your sentences—Do not let quotes stand alone  

 Relate character to overall themes of the book—How does character fit into the storyline? 

 

EX.  In chapter sixteen of Grapes of Wrath, while on the Joads’s exodus from Oklahoma to 

California, the family’s jalopy breaks down on the outskirts of Texas along Route 66 due to its 

“con-rod bearing” being “drier’n a bitch monkey” (226).  Tom encourages his family to ride 

with the Wilsons to the next camp along the highway while he, Al, and Jim Casy walk to a 

nearby wrecking yard.  At the wrecking yard, the three encounter a “specter of a man” with 

“thin, dirty, oily skin” and with a “raw, uncovered socket squirm(ing) with eye muscles” (242).  

In this scene, this one-eyed wrecking yard attendant complains about his plight in life, 

lamenting his boss who “pick(s) a fella an’ a-tear(s) a fella” and makes the one-eyed man feel 

small, weak, and insignificant (243).  The one-eyed man continues to feel sorry for himself by 

saying that it “ain’t s easy to get a job—not for a one-eyed man” to which Tom responds “ya 

dirty, ya stink…ya jus’ askin’ for it” with your “empty eye flappin’ aroun’” (244).  The one-

eyed man’s attitude about himself and his situation and Tom’s reaction to it echoes Steinbeck’s 

message in the book’s metaphorical turtle—people must deal with life’s adversities; people 

must face reality and move on; people cannot allow pity to govern their lives because pity is a 

useless, destructive reaction to a difficult situation.  Although a flat, static character without 

much psychological depth or personal change, the one-eyed wrecking yard attendant serves a 

valuable role in the text, reinforcing Steinbeck’s perspective on dignity and resilience, on 

human courage in the face of challenge.     

 

Fix Quote 

Things You Need to Do— 

 Write full quote 

 State speaker of quote and context of quote—Who said it?  When and where does it occur in  

text?  

 Discuss the quote itself referencing any relevant imagery and important diction 

 Connect quote to larger theme of book 

  



EX. “Says one time he went out in the wilderness to find his own soul, an’ he foun’ he didn’ have no soul that was his’n.  Says he 

foun’ he jus’ got a little piece of a great big soul.  Says a wilderness ain’t no good, ‘cause his little piece of a soul wasn’t no good ‘less 

it was with the rest, an’ was whole.”   

 

In chapter 28, late in the novel and after the death of Jim Casy, Tom speaks to Ma before he 

must leave the family due to his role in a recent violent altercation.  Tom’s dialogue with her 

summarizes Casy’s transcendental philosophy, his reevaluation of traditional Christianity, his 

perspective of the religion as more a tool of social justice than of moral policing.  In the quote, 

Tom suggests that as humans we share the common elements found in the dirt, rocks, leaves—

we are made of the same material stuff.  Therefore, we all have a little bit of the same “great big 

soul” in all of us; we are connected cosmically and organically with one another (570).  He 

questions then why we wish to run from this fact, why we chose to hide behind fences in our 

sad quiet houses hoarding our private wealth when we should share, be as one, help our fellow 

man, live in the streets with and among one another.  His says that we are not “whole” and 

“good” unless we are “with the rest” (570).  Tom starts to understand Casy’s vision that we are 

not just Okies or Californians or Americans, but we are all members of the human family, and 

we should respect and embrace this truth if we are to truly maximize our potential as 

individuals, as citizens, as members of all humanity.      

 

Fix Yellow Raft Reaction   

Things You Need to Do— 

 Reference the scene and provide full context of the scene—Where and when does it occur?  

React to scene—Use “I” language—I want to hear your take, view, opinions, thoughts, reactions  

to the scene—What do you take or learn from the scene?  How does it relate to themes of the book? 

 

EX.  In chapter nineteen, during Aunt Ida’s first-person narrative, we get some more context on 

Ida and Willard Pretty Dog.  Earlier in the novel, we meet Willard as a handsome young man, 

the reservation heartthrob with a certain gloss and swagger, who the teenage Ida adores.  By 

chapter nineteen, though, Willard returns from his war experience a wounded and depressed 

vet.  Ida seizes this moment to care for the man who she once revered with the same hero-

worship that she afforded Clara—and in the same way, her illusions again are shattered.  

Although Ida spends much time and energy on bandaging and nurturing the man seething with 

“flat, hate-filled surrender,” in the end, Ida is betrayed as Willard cuts her down in front of his 

sour mother, saying that Ida is “not beautiful” and not “very smart” (350).  At this point, as 

before, Ida chooses to assume a burden on her own and without excuse, leaving Willard to raise 



Lee by herself.  Through scenes such as this one, I have come to respect Ida’s strength of 

character.  Yes, she is gruff and bitter and reclusive, but she is a woman who has cleaned up 

other peoples’ messes her entire life, and she has done it without thanks or tribute.  She has just 

done the hard necessary labor to redeem others, to save her family’s name in the case of Clara 

and to heal a man destroyed by war in the case of Willard.  In both cases, she is not rewarded 

but faces ostracism and resentment.  Even without much religion in her life, Ida finds some kind 

of inner fortitude and resilience to handle these difficult situations.  It makes me question how I 

will handle a tough family responsibility asked of me—how much individual freedom is to be 

sacrificed for the family good?         

 

The Polish  

Only uses ellipses in the middle of a quote to show that you removed something from the  

middle—You can start and stop a quote anywhere you choose as long as you don’t change the meaning or context 

 You can change tense in a quote to fit the pattern of your sentence 

 Write about literature in the present tense 

 When citing a quote, put the cite at the end of the sentence—after the quotation marks and before the  

period.   

 Use italics for the names of books and films 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


