
AP Seminar End-of-Course Exam PART B Rubric with Scoring Notes 2019 

Additional Scores 
In addition to the scores represented on the rubrics, readers can also assign scores of 0 (zero) and NR (No Response). 

0 (Zero) 
A score of 0 is assigned to a single row of the rubric when the response displays a below-minimum level of quality as identified in that row of the 
rubric. 
Scores of 0 are assigned to all rows of the rubric when the response is off-topic; a repetition of a prompt; entirely crossed-out; a drawing or other 
markings; 
or a response in a language other than English. 

NR (No Response)   
A score of NR is assigned to responses that are blank. 
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Row/Proficiency Score 0 if… Points earned for… 
MAX 
Points 

1 ESTABLISH 
ARGUMENT 

The response misstates or overlooks a theme 
or issue that connects the sources. The 
response’s perspective is unclear or unrelated 
to the sources. 

2 Pts 

The response identifies a theme or issue that 
connects the sources. The response derives 
its perspective from only one of the sources. 

4 Pts 

The response identifies a theme or issue 
connecting the provided sources and 
presents a perspective that is not 
represented in one of the sources OR 
brings a particularly insightful approach to 
one of the perspectives OR makes a 
strong thematic connection among 
perspectives. 

6 Pts 

6 

Decision Rules & Scoring Notes 

Is there a student-driven argument that situates itself in dialogue with at least two of the sources? 

. NO NO, but YES, 

● Student’s perspective is not clear.

● Response offers a simplistic or
mistaken understanding of readings. 

● Response may be dominated by
summary rather than being driven by
student’s perspective.

● Student’s perspective is clear and 
derived from a source. 

● Response offers a reasonable
understanding of readings. 

● Response is student driven and is
trite, obvious, or overly general. 

● Student’s perspective is clear
and either original or insightful.

● Response offers a perceptive
understanding of readings. 

● Response is driven by student’s
perspective. 
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Row/Proficiency Score 0 if… Points earned for… 
MAX 
Points 

2 ESTABLISH 
ARGUMENT 

The response’s line of reasoning is 
disorganized and/or illogical. The response 
lacks commentary or the commentary 
incorrectly or tangentially explains the links 
between evidence and claims. 

2 Pts 

The argument is mostly clear and organized, 
but the logic may be faulty OR the reasoning 
may be logical but not well organized. The 
commentary explains the links between 
evidence and claims.  

4 Pts 

The response’s line of reasoning is 
logically organized and well-developed. 
The commentary explains evidence and 
connects it to claims to clearly and 
convincingly establish an argument. 

6 Pts 

6 

Decision Rules & Scoring Notes 

Does the response provide a coherent argument with claims, evidence and analytical commentary? 

NO, YES, but YES, 

● The response summarizes sources
without linking them to one another
or to an argument.

● The response offers very general or
confusing commentary, if any,
connecting evidence and claims.

● The line of reasoning fails.

● The response is organized well
enough to discern the argument.

● Some explanation links the
evidence and claims, but the
approach is inconsistent or
incomplete.

● The response may make claim that
may be only partially supported.

● The line of reasoning is difficult to 
follow at times.

● The argument drives the
response; points are
intentionally ordered and the
links between claims and
evidence are logical and
convincing.

● The response may mention a
counterargument.

● Overall, the response is
thoughtful or sophisticated, and
the line of reasoning is sound. 
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Row/Proficiency Score 0 if… Points earned for… 
MAX 
Points 

3 SELECT AND 
USE EVIDENCE 

The response repeats or misinterprets 
information from at least two of the provided 
sources, or the information lacks relevance 
thereby providing little support for an 
argument. 

2 Pts 

The response accurately uses relevant 
information from at least two of the 
provided sources to support an argument. 

4 Pts 

The response appropriately synthesizes 
relevant information drawn from at least 
two of the provided sources to develop 
and support a compelling argument.  

6 Pts 

6 

Decision Rules & Scoring Notes 

Does the response make purposeful use of evidence from at least two sources that builds and maintains an argument? 

• Uses only 1
source

• Does not use
sources.

NO, YES, but YES, 

● The response draws obviously
mistaken conclusions from the
sources

● OR the claims and the evidence are
mismatched,

● OR the evidence has no bearing on
the claims made.

● The response presents evidence
that adequately supports
assertions.

● Quotations or paraphrases
generally match the claims.

● The interpretation of the sources
does not substantially contribute
to the argument; the response may
pull data or information from the 
sources but doesn’t utilize that
information in a thoughtful or
insightful way. 

● The response fully integrates the
source materials into the
argument and puts the sources
into conversation with one
another.

● A source might clarify points
made in a second source, or be
used to make a contrasting
point, which is woven into the
argument.

● The response presents evidence
invoked to support the writer’s
argument; the evidence is not
the argument itself.

● Interpretation of the evidence
adds substantially to the
argument.
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Row/Proficiency Score 0 if… Points earned for… 
MAX 
Points 

4 APPLY 
CONVENTIONS 

The response contains many flaws in grammar 
and style that often interfere with 
communication to the reader OR the response 
incorrectly or ineffectively attributes 
knowledge and ideas from sources.  

2 Pts 

The response is generally clear but contains 
some flaws in grammar and style that 
occasionally interfere with communication 
to the reader. The response accurately 
attributes knowledge and ideas from 
sources. 

4 Pts 

The response communicates clearly to the 
reader (although may not be free of errors 
in grammar and style) AND the response 
effectively integrates material from 
sources into the argument (e.g.it is clearly 
introduced, integrated, or embedded into 
the text) and accurately attributes 
knowledge and ideas.  

6 Pts 

6 

Decision Rules & Scoring Notes 

Is the response easy to read and written in an appropriate style? 

Does it attribute sources accurately? 

Does it integrate the sources? 

NO, YES, but YES, 

The grammar and syntax of the response are 
so clumsy as to make the meaning difficult to 
decipher. The response requires multiple 
readings to uncover meaning or intent.  

OR 
The response uses Blatant unattributed 
paraphrase and/or absence of 
sources/quotation marks/reference to sources 
or their authors. 

● The style of the response is
adequate, if sometimes clunky, but
conveys basic meaning. There may
be multiple misspellings or other
errors, but not so many as to 
impede understanding.  The
response may attempt elevated
word choice but may be incorrect,
or may lapse into colloquial
language. 

● The response refers to 
source/author as necessary and
uses quotation marks or
paraphrases appropriately. The 
response may partially 
contextualize the sources. 

● The response features writing 
that enhances argument, is easy
to read, and is concise.
Grammar and syntax need not
be perfect (90 minutes:  time to 
edit but not to nitpick).

● The response accurately cites
sources (uses quotation marks
and paraphrases correctly).  A 
clear introduction of a source
communicates an understanding
of the context of the source--
time, place, point of view, etc. 
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