
Shawnee Mission School District 
AP Capstone for ELA Credit 
Pilot at SM South and CAA/CTC 
 
AP Capstone is a two-year course sequence of AP Seminar and AP Research which develops 
students’ skills in research, analysis, evidence-based arguments, collaboration, writing, and 
presentation. Students who complete the two-year program can earn one of two different AP 
Capstone awards, which are valued by colleges across the United States and around the world. 
 
AP Seminar (1560) is a year-long course for 11th graders in which students investigate 
real-world issues from multiple perspectives. Students learn to synthesize information from 
different sources, develop their own lines of reasoning in research-based essays, and design 
and deliver oral and visual presentations, both individually and as part of a team.  
 
AP Research (1562) is a year-long course for 12th graders that allows students to deeply 
explore an academic topic, problem, or issue of individual interest. Through this exploration, 
students design, plan, and conduct a year-long research-based investigation to address a 
research question. 
 
Students successfully completing both AP Seminar and AP Research may use these courses 
as either ELA3 or ELA4 credit for graduation (not both).  
 
Students utilizing the AP Capstone courses as ELA credit may take AP English Language & 
Composition or AP English Literature at any time during 11th or 12th grades. Students may also 
utilize Contemporary Communications at CAA/CTC or complete ELA 3 or ELA 4 at their home 
high school or eSchool. Students are encouraged to discuss their individual plan of study and 
college/career plans with their counselor to review the courses that best fit their plans and give 
them the best advantage at their chosen colleges or universities. 
 
College Board allows students to sit for any Advanced Placement exam, regardless of 
enrollment in the courses. Motivated students enrolled in the AP Seminar course rather than AP 
English Language are encouraged to consider registering for both tests, as there is 
considerable overlap in the curriculum for each. 
 
 


